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O MK 1..,j|1_-__-‘ CrISp. COSMOpX litan
interiors that incorporate custom furnishings and
sleek steel. Sowhen a client with a taste for art deco
and Biedermeier antiques asked him o decorare hei
traditional 19og home, Hensel was a bit surprised
and enormously pleased.

“l neverget to do that,” explains the designer. *[ love both
styles, so that was very tantalizing to me.” Once he began,
however, Hensel realized that antiques have their limitations.
Trying to find a sofa table or corner chair that’s just the right
proportion or finish can be challenging when you're limited
to picces ereated 75 to 150 years ago. So Hensel decided to
design new pieces, reflecting these historic styles but with
a flavor decidedly his own.

“It was a leap of faith for me,” admits the client, the wife
of a Fortune 500 executive who was accustomed to testing
a piece of furniture before handing over her eredit card. But
she was so sold on Hensel’s aesthetic she decided to go along
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for the ride. “I really trusted his design sense,” she says.
The Italianate-style home had already been updated by a
previous owner, who preserved the leaded-glass windows

and inlaid floors but painted the ornate oak columns and
beams a serene shade of putty, leaving rooms whose
historicism was more subliminal than assertive. That freed
Hensel to do the same with his furnishings, referencing the
past without overstating the connection.

In the living room, a curvaceous sofa from Michael Berman
pays homage to the 'jos, proffering a tantalizing backside to
guests entering from the front hall. A demi-lune chest
designed by Hensel echoes that era with fluted doors faced in
silver leaf: an armless settee, oversized ottoman, and grillwork
coffee table offer winking references to postwar modernism.
The room’s only true antiques, a pair of sinuous Biedermeier
chairs sporting swan’s-head arms, are blended with steel
tables, striking an eclectic note that banishes pretense and

makes the formal space feel much more approachable.

“I use this way more than I've ever used a living room,”
notes the client, the mother of two boys. Although initially
skeptical about the abundance of steel, she was soon won

over by the warm patina Hensel coaxes from the material. I

“I got over my whole metal aversion,” she admits with a laugh. ' l r
Just in time, too, or the dining table might have been

overwhelming. Ten feet long with a patinated brass top set ; L g

i A ahstract carrvas by Cheistopher Reslfy hangs above a chenille sofie i
the framily room; fawc-leather chairs surrosnd & McGuire table in the
Breakfiast roam beyord.

winir: A Betry Eby painting avd flated demi-lune consoles adar one end
of the foing room; Nawcy Corzine chars offér a graceful counterpornt o
Hensel's steed game table.
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atop a trio of rolled-steel harps, this s00-pound paragon
of industrial deco combines the best of past and present.
Tufted Thomas Pheasant chairs and a sumptuous sapele
wood sideboard offer softening notes, as does the
unpretentious sisal underfoot.

Hensel avoided patterns throughout the project,
preferring to let texture —fringed pillows, nubby linen
¥ ' drapes, a waffle-weave settee—and subtle shifts of color
(ivory, beige, gray, frost blue) provide the necessary visual
(T interest. “I wanted a palette that was serene and relatively

i monochromatic,” he says.

That serenity is especially evident in the master
bedroom, a tranquil retreat whose low ceiling and
sprawling dimensions initially proved challenging to
Hensel. The designer solved the problem by floating a

freestanding screen at one end of the room, creating

a dressing area where none existed before and making

the remaining sleeping and sitting areas feel cozier.

A towering, channel-backed headboard helps draw the

eve upward, adding perceived height to the ceiling.
Although the client admits Hensel took her in a more

contemporary direction than she might have anticipated,

she couldn't be happier with the results. “The spaces really

worked out well for the way our family likes to live,” she says.

“There isn't anything | would change,” »

i

¥ oA srmnons Krgoet chadse skirts the fincplace on fie shacious
muzster bedroom,

i A chanmel-stitched headboard helps draw the eve wprvard,
10 the cedling apypears taller
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Sofa - Mihae! Bermun Lamited
www.michaelbermanlimited.com
3239130220

Console table -

Inttersor Critfts

312.043-3354

Round table lamp = Violsawonr

www kohlenintenors.com
Boo.hbh2 4847

Antigue side chairs - Ritter Aok
www.ritterantik.com
2126732213

Floor lamp = Dangfu
wowwc r|'||_1!'|i'.‘|.1.1 11111
2020252777
Console cabinet -

Hersel Dersgm Stadvar
20t 7281657

Side chairs - Nawey Corzine
WWWLINCVCOTZINe. comm
2122238340

Game table - Here! Destpn St
206, 728.1657

Coffee table -
Matthesos & Parker, Ltd
www,matthewsandparker.com

Settee - Brpht Chatr Company
BER.524.5007

Lounge chair -

R. Joner & Avoctates, T,
WIWW.ITROMNES.COm

240510001

Side table - Hensel Desggn Studos
20728657

Metal Roor lamp - Newer fangps

www. nessenlighting.com
Q460877049

Cloisonné vase and tea box -
Fabierme Jowrin

www bigpagodicom
8772724032

Art glass bowl - Georpe Bucguer
www.grorgebuoquet.oom
To7.822.0041

ey
Table - Mrchael Berman Laneited

www.michaclbermanlimited.com
1219330220

Custom carpet -
Henzel Diesign Seuvas
2007281657
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Dining table -
Hewsed Dessgm Stodron
2067281657

Chairs = Thormar Pheasant for Baker
www kohlenntenom.com

Boo.sg BAKER

Sideboard - Hewe! Dexiin Stuais
zofi728.106057

Fluted pedestal - [afermor Crafls
3129433384

vy Breakeast Roon
Sofa - Krrver
“".'r"rl.'.kril.'r'f.'l.L'l'll'l'l
s1h.293.2000

Table base -
Mt Deschiler, Farmed Objects
501.422.5505

Glass table top - Bendbeon
www bendheim.com
Boobioh,7hat

Occasional table - HWowdell Contle
www.wendellcastlecollection.com
By 4266

Breakfast table = Volraie
www. kohlerinterioms.com
Boouhfia 4847

Side chairs = [ frons
www.directions86.com

Painting - Christaper Redly
IWinstorn Wachter Fine Art
wwwwinstonwachier.com
ao0b.b652.5855
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Custom bedframe -
Hensel desagnt Stseedves
2067281657

MNightstands - At Faumture, fnc
wwwailturafurnitire.com
507.288. 2228

Lamps - Simar Prarce
WWW.SHMONPErce.com
Boz.2g5.2711

Chaise - Kravet Fumniture
www kravet.com
512072000

Side table - Mool & Bannell
www powellandbonnell.com
prhghyharo

Custom bench -
Hensel Diesggn Studion
2067281657

N DEsIGNER

Steven Hensel

Hensed Desrgee Stuadras
Seattle, WA
2067281657





